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Meanwhile the Jesuits, with God as their support,
did not lose heart, but, according to the light and in-
genuity given them, provided for the future. Thus
they decided to construct a boat while the others were
sitting around the fire doing nothing. For they fore-
saw that, without this, they would surely die of hun-
ger after the two months in which their barley would
last; and, having no boat, they could not go for acorns,
shells, roots, or fish, nor to any place where there
would be hope of finding something. For the roads
in that country are the rivers and the sea.

When they began to carry out this plan of con-
structing a [211] boat they were both laughed at; for
the master of the work was their servant, who knew
nothing more about it than an apprentice; his assist-
ants were two Priests, who had never followed this
trade. ‘‘ Nevertheless '’ (some one said) ‘‘Father En-
emond can do anything; and in case of need he will
be found to be a good Sawyer of planks, a good caulk-
er, and a good Architect. But of what use will Father
Biard be in such work?’ “‘ Dost thou not know’’
(answered the other) ‘‘ that when the boat is done he
will give it his blessing?’’ Thus they chattered, and
talked it over leisurely around the fire. But the Jes-
uits lost no time in sawing planks, planing boards,
seeking bent wood, making oakum out of bits of rope
which they found, and tramping over the woods in
search of resin. What came of it? In the middle
of March their jolly-boat was [212] upon the water
equipped, adorned and fitted up bravely, to the ad-
miration of those who had sneered at it: and on the
other hand, sieur de Biencourt, who in the beginning
of Winter had had three good shallops, at the end did
not have any at all; and he was obliged, out of the



